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What is MetaFlowScope? 

MetaFlowScope™ is our new business analytics solution for significantly enhancing resource 

productivity. MetaFlowScope analyzes material and energy flows through an enterprise, 

facility, plant, process or any other unit of operation – and at any level of detail, ranging from a 

high-level organizational view to a detailed process view. It quantifies both economic and 

environmental values of resources used and waste generated, and helps identify profitable 

opportunities for material substitution, energy substitution, process optimization, waste 

reduction, material reuse and recycling – so that businesses can save money, increase resource 

productivity and reduce emissions all at the same time. 

MetaFlowScope™ is the first and only business analytics solution to deliver: 

 Top-down estimate of material quantities ending up in the waste stream.  

 Full economic and life-cycle environmental impacts of material waste. 

 Detailed breakdown of waste composition, prioritized by economic and environmental 

opportunities (i.e., cost saving potential, emissions reduction potential, etc.). 

Other key benefits of MetaFlowScope™: 

 Web-based software application: easy to deploy within your organization.  

 Interactive, easy-to-use platform for analyzing complex value chains. 

 Corporate scope 3 GHG emissions analysis and reporting – along with scope 1 and scope 

2 emissions. 

MetaFlowScope™ includes: 

 Analysis of both economic and environmental impacts of material and energy flowing 

through an operation – including procurement, production, fulfillment and waste – 

using our new flow analysis engine, based on the principles of material flow analysis and 

industrial metabolism. 

 Our comprehensive standards-compliant product life-cycle assessment (LCA) and 

corporate value-chain analysis (VCA) engine, covering all life cycle stages from cradle to 

grave and accounting for all GHG emissions and resource use. Targets the three 

environmental metrics that are most critical for businesses and consumers: GHG 

emissions, energy use and water use. 

 Our entire life cycle inventory (LCI) database, including the largest set of commercial LCI 

data for North American food production and processing. 

http://www.cleanmetrics.com/html/metaflowscope.htm
http://www.cleanmetrics.com/html/products.htm
http://www.cleanmetrics.com/html/database.htm
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 Data input interface to import procurement and production data from ERP systems – 

including industry-specific software systems used for purchasing, production 

management and inventory control.  

Who is it for?  

MetaFlowScope™ is a business analytics solution has been expertly designed from the ground 

up to focus on one thing: increasing the efficiency of resource use in any business or operation. 

It can be used in a broad range of industries, including: 

 Manufacturing 

 Agriculture 

 Food processing 

 Food service 

 Retail 

 Construction 

MetaFlowScope™ is not just an environmental sustainability solution, but a full-fledged business 

efficiency solution. As such, it can be used in operations, procurement, planning, finance, 

product development, and, of course, sustainability monitoring and reporting. 
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Applications 

Analysis and results from MetaFlowScope™ can be used in a wide variety of applications to 

increase resource efficiency and positively impact the bottom line: 

 Waste reduction: produce direct cost savings and lower environmental footprints by 

reducing the avoidable waste in your operation.  

 Waste diversion: extract economic value by diverting valuable components of your 

waste stream to useful applications (either within your operation or elsewhere) and 

simultaneously reducing disposal costs, while lowering overall environmental 

footprints. 

 Material substitution: explore the use of alternative materials (including recycled 

materials) to reduce cost and/or environmental footprints. 

 Energy substitution: explore the use of alternative and renewable energy (including on-

site energy generation) to reduce cost and/or environmental footprint.  

 Process optimization: analyze the impacts of more efficient manufacturing and other 

internal processes. 

 Product redesign: analyze the projected effects of product redesigns that use 

alternative materials, lower amounts of materials/energy, and redesigned processes. 

 GHG emissions reporting: corporate scope 3 GHG emissions across value chains, along 

with scope 1 and scope 2 emissions. 

 Other environmental reporting: metrics such as water use, energy use, solid waste, and 

wastewater – within organizational boundaries and across value chains. 

How is MetaFlowScope different from other tools? 

MetaFlowScope™ brings a life-cycle perspective to resource management and resource 

efficiency. It performs rigorous analysis of key environmental metrics (GHG emissions, energy, 

and water) across the full value chain of an organization, in conjunction with an economic 

analysis. Business decisions are made first on an economic basis and only then environmental 

considerations are taken into account. MetaFlowScope™ recognizes this reality and provides 

decision makers with both economic and environmental metrics in a single framework.  

MetaFlowScope™ is a unique solution that pulls together concepts, modeling and algorithms 

from multiple domains: life cycle assessment, value chain analysis, material flow analysis and 

industrial metabolism. It is the first and only business analytics solution to deliver a top-down 
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estimate of material waste, including prioritized opportunities for achieving significantly higher 

material efficiencies in a broad range of industries and sectors. 

MetaFlowScope™ can also be used for detailed corporate GHG emissions reporting (all scopes, 

including scope 3 value-chain emissions) – this can simply become a byproduct of a larger effort 

aimed at increasing resource efficiency, rather than a dedicated emissions inventory task. 

Standards 

MetaFlowScope™ can be used to generate results that are in compliance with current 

international standards for life cycle assessment, product carbon footprint analysis, value chain 

(scope 3) emissions analysis, and GHG emissions inventories . Relevant standards include the 

ISO 14040 series, PAS 2050, GHG Protocol, and IPCC Guidelines for National GHG Inventories. 

Sample results 

MetaFlowScope™ presents the analysis results in multiple forms, some of which are illustrated 

below.  

Results by life cycle stage show the quantity of material at the output of each stage in the value 

chain along with the embodied energy (primary energy used), embodied carbon (GHG 

emissions generated) and embodied water (water used) at that stage. Additional details include 

the emissions contributions from transport, packaging and waste disposal. 

 

 

 

http://www.iso.org/iso/iso_catalogue/catalogue_tc/catalogue_detail.htm?csnumber=37456
http://www.bsigroup.com/en/Standards-and-Publications/Industry-Sectors/Energy/PAS-2050/
http://www.ghgprotocol.org/
http://www.ipcc-nggip.iges.or.jp/public/2006gl/index.html
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Results by GHG emissions inventory drill down to the emissions contributions from all the basic 

input materials and energy used throughout the value chain, as well as from transport, 

packaging and waste disposal. Note that the analysis uses a life-cycle approach to trace all of 

the input materials, energy and processes all the way back to the point of resource extraction 

from the ground. Also included in these results are the direct and indirect GHG emissions and 

carbon sequestration in production. 

 

 
 

 

The material flow and waste results identify quantities of purchased materials that are wasted 

in an operation – such as construction, manufacturing, food processing or food service – along 

with both the cost and life-cycle environmental impacts of the waste. The report itemizes each 

component material of the waste separately, and provides both the dollar value and the life-

cycle environmental burdens of that waste component. The report can be easily re-organized to 

prioritize on the basis of any of the reported metrics. Charts are available to view the results 

graphically. The first sample output below is for a simple building construction example with 

about 5% of the materials wasted on average (prioritized by cost), and the second is for a 
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commercial food service example with an average of 20% food waste (prioritized by GHG 

emissions). 
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Additional report views include results by process/activity and results for each model element 

(including a detailed breakdown of the three GHG emission scopes), as well as supporting 

documentation such as detailed life-cycle inventory data sources for each model element. All 

results can be exported to an Excel file. 

Company info 

CleanMetrics Corp., based in Portland, Oregon, is dedicated to solving problems in 

environmental sustainability through innovative software tools, databases and consulting 

services grounded in robust analytical techniques. CleanMetrics is a leader in applying 

quantitative methods to produce practical sustainability solutions that you can put to use in 

your business every day.  

The founders of CleanMetrics believe that the best analytical solutions start with a thorough 

understanding of the target industry or problem domain, which often comes from years of 

working in the trenches to solve a variety of practical problems for customers. From there, it is 

a matter of bringing together the right expertise in algorithms, modeling and 

software/database design to create tools that can standardize, automate and simplify 

complicated tasks. 

CleanMetrics and its predecessor Surya Technologies have successfully provided modeling, 

analysis, optimization and simulation software and technologies to a broad range of customers 

in the semiconductor and electronic design automation industries in the US, Japan and India 

since the mid-1990s. CleanMetrics is now leveraging that expertise to provide rigorous and 

quantitative sustainability solutions to customers worldwide.  

For more information: 

CleanMetrics Corp.  

4804 NW Bethany Blvd., Suite I2 #191  

Portland, Oregon 97229-4982 

Phone: 503-719-8510 

Email: info@cleanmetrics.com  

 

http://www.cleanmetrics.com/
http://www.cleanmetrics.com/
mailto:info@cleanmetrics.com

